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The 4 Tones (+ neutral)

ma ma

— s N
Tone 1 - High level Tone 2 - Rising Tone 3 - Dipping
% mother FF hemp  horse
Initials (21)
Consonants that start a Chinese syllable
Lips b p m
Tongue tip d t n
Back-tongue g k h
Tongue front ] q X
Retroflex zh ch sh
Flat 4 © S
Finals (39)
Vowel clusters that finish a Chinese syllable
Simple a-o-e-i-u-d--i
Compound ai-ei-ao-ou-ia-ie-ua-uo - e -iao -iou - uai- uei
Nasal -n an-en-in-un-dn-ian-uan - dan - uen
Nasal -ng ang - eng - ing - ong - iang - iong - uang - ueng
Retroflex er

ma

The 2 Tone-Change Rules You Must Know
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Tone 4 - Falling
5 to scold

Mma

Neutral - Light/short
15 (Q-particle)

3+3— 243

When two Tone-3 syllables meet, the first becomes Tone 2

fReF nihdo — nihdo + 1R%F hén hdo — hén hao

1 (bu) before Tone 4

"bu" changes to Tone 2 ("bU") before any Tone-4 syllable.

R bushi— bash + T2 bu qi — bi qi
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